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X No. I Basis of the report 



With regard to the language, this repor t is based on die intemational appKcation in the language in wMch it was filed, unless 
Otherwise indicated under this item 

PI This report is based on transktions from the origmal language into the fo^^ 
— which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

I [ international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23. 1 (b)) 

I [ publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) * 

I j international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 
With regard to the elements of the international appUcation, this report is based on {replacement sheets M h^^J^^, 
furnishld to the receiving Office in respo^ise to an invitation under ArUcle 14 are referred to m this report as onginally 
filed" and are not annexed to this report): 

the international application as originally filed/fomished 

[ I the description: 

as originally filed/fumished 
received by this Authority on with the letter of 
receivedby this Authority on with the letter of 



pages 

pages* 

pages* 



I [ the claims: 



I I .the drawings: 



pages 
pages* 
pages* 
pages* 



as originally filed/furnished 

as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 
received by this Authority on with the lettCT of 
received by tins Authority on with the letter of 



pages as originally filed/fumished 
pages* receivedbytins Authority on with the letter of 
pages* received by .this Authority on with the letter of 
Q a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing, 
i . PI The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I I the description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos. 

I I tiie drawings, sheets/figs 

I I the sequence listing (ipec(Q;): 

[ I any table(s) related to the sequence listing {specify): 

4 n TMsreporthasbeenestablishedasif(someo^tiieamendmentsannexedto 

' nmde, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, a^ 

70.2(c)). 

[~] the description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos. 

j I the drawings, sheets/figs 

I I the sequence listing (irpeci^')- 

I I any table(s) related to the sequence listing {specify) : 



If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets tnay be tnarked "superseded. ' 
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»xNo. 



m Non-establishment of opinion mth regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial appUcability 



The questions whether the claimed invention appears to be novel, to involve an inventive step (to be non obvious), or to be 
industrially applicable have not been examined in respect of: 



j I die entire intemational application 
)X| claims Nos: 35 
because: 



I I the said intemational application, or the said claims Nos, 

relate to the following subj ect matter which does not require an intemational preliminary examination (specify) : 



Q the description, claims or drawings (indicate particular elements below) or said claims Nos. 
are so unclear that no meaningful opinion could be formed (specify): 



I I the claims, or said claims Nos. 

ade<iuately supported by the description that no meaningful opinion could be formed. 



are so mad 



[X] * no international search report has been established for said claim Nos. 35 

□ the nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence listing does not comply with the standard provided for in Amiex C of the 
— Administrative Instractions in that: 

die written form Q has not been furnished 

I I does not cortqjly with the standard 

die conq)uter readable form Q has not been furnished 

I [ does not corE5>ly with the standard 

n the tables related to the nucleotide and/or aniino acid sequence listing. ^° 
'— ' witb the technical requirements provided for in Annex Obis of fee Adnmnstrative Instructions. 

I I See Supplemental Box for further details. 
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X No. rv Lack of unity of invention 



Q In response to the invitation to restrict or pay additional fees tlie appHcant has: 

' restricted the claims. 

I I paid additional fees. 

I I paid additional fees under protest. 

I I neitiier restricted nor paid additional fees. 

r3cl ThisAufliorityfoundftattherequire^^tofunityofinventionisnotcon^pU^ 
' — not to invite fee ^lioant to restrict or pay additional fees. 

This Authority considers lhat the requirement of unity of invention in accordance ^th Rules 13.1. 13.2 and 13.3 is: 
I I complied with. 

[x] not conq>Hed with for the following reasons: 
See separate sheet 



4. Consequently, this report has been established hi respect of the foUowing parts of the international appUcation: 
( j all parts. 

[X] the parts relating to claims Nos. 1 to 34 and 36 
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X No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial appUcability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement ^ 



Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Claims 


12 to 16, 21, 22, 25 to 34, 36 


YES 




Claims 


1 to 11, 17 to 20, 23, 24 


NO 


Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 


12 to 16, 21, 22, 25 to 34, 36 


YES 




Claims 


1 to 11, 17 to 20, 23, 24 • 


NO 


Industrial applicability (lA) 


Claims 


1 to 34, 36 


YES 




Claims 




NO 



Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 



The following documents identified in the International Search Report have been considered for the purposes of 
this report: 

Dl US 6135381 A (Teson) 
D2 US 4779815 A (Moore etal) 

D3 DE 2816266 A (Rhen Beteiligungs-xind Finanzierungs AG) 
Novelty fK) Claims 1 to 11. 17 to 20. 23, 24 
Claim 1 

The invention defined in Claim 1 is not considered to be novel in light of all the above citations. For ocample 
mXS a^^age device (Figure 1) including a body (1). the body (1) 
elongate backbone (2) and at least one substantially elongate tine (3) mt«t:omiected th^eto bat th^^ 
from by a defined distance to form a chamiel (4) adapted to receive the article P^^^^^^^^^^ feer^ (F^^^ 
further including supporting means (14) attachable to the body. The mvention as defined is therefore not 
considered to be novel. 
Claim 2 

The additional feature of Claim 2, i.e. tiie latching device capable of cooperating with dtiber the backbone or 
tine, is considered to be disclosed by the diverging end segments 34 of entrance edges 3Z oi uz. 

Claims 3 and 4 

The explicit disclosure of the article for storage being an electrical lead in all ?^f^^*^^^'^^/°^^^ 
disclose the articles as defined in Claim 3 and the device being configured to store cany and use the article as 
. defined in Claim 4. These claims are therefore not considered to be novel. 

Claims S and 6 

The gap between entrance edges 32 of D2 is considered to disclose the op^g for a free top ^stel «id as 
defined in Claim 5. and the base 16 discloses the bottom distal end intercoimected between the backbone and the 
tine as defined in Claim 6. Neither of these claims is considered to be novel. 

Claims 7 and 8 

At Column 1. lines 53 to 61 of D2, the width of the chamiel formed betwe«i the backbo^^^ 
by the diameter of at least one article to be stored, as defined in Claim 7 The '^^'^J^.f^^^^^J^^^^^^ 
twice the dimneter of the article to be stored" (lines 53 to 54). which enables only one width of the article to be 
fed down the channel at any one time, as defined m Claim 8. 

Cont'd 
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X No. VI Certain documents cited 

Certain published documents (Rule 70.10) 

Application No. Publication date 

Patent No. (dav/month/vear) 
AU 2002301862 19 February 2004 



Filing date 
(iln y/month/vear) 

6 November 2002 



Priority date ( valid claim) 
(/Jn y/month/vear) 

30 July 2002 



3 the body. 



» . . Non-written disclosures (Rule 70.9) 
Kind of non-written disclosure 



Date of non-written disclosure 
(day/monih/year) 



Date of written disclosure 
referring to non-written disclosure 
(dn y/mnnth/vear) 
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X No. Vm Certain observations on the international application 



e foUowing observations on the clarity of the clanns. description, and drawings or on the question whether the cW are fuUy 
)ported by fee description, are made: 

1 Claim 35 is not fairly based on what is described in the specification because there is f ^^^J^^^^^^" 
dSvioa of the method of manufecture of the storage device. The descnption is wholly silent on Ihis 

process. 

2 Claim 35 is not clear because, although it purports to define a "melhod of m^ufacturing a storage device", the 
dSm does not define any ste^s in the method, merely defining the features of the storage device. 

3. Claim 23 is not clear because it is appended to both Claims 16 and 17 simultaneously. A similar situation 
occurs with Claim 28, which is appended to "Claims 19 and 27", 
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ipplemental Box 



case flie space in any of tbe preceding boxes is not sufGcient. 

jntinuation of: IV Lack of Unity of Invention , 4.,, 

Ixe Intemational PreUminary Report on PatentabUity (Chapter 11) l^^^^^.'^;^ Son^tf^^^^ 
temational application but the IntemationalPreliminaiy Examining Authonty is of theopimon Aat application 
STt ipe^to comply with the requirements of unity of invention as set forth in the PCX regulations (Article 34(3), 
ule 68(1) PCX). 

he 'sq;>arate groups of invoition are: 

1 Claims 1 to 34 are directed to a storage device including a body, the body including at least one substantially | 
Solvate backbond and at least one substantially elongate tine intercomiected tii^eto ^ut 

by a defined distance to form a channel adapted to receive the article positioned tiierem, ar^d further mclutog 
supporting means attachable to the body. It is considered that liie e ongate toe '"t^"'.^""^^ *f J^^"^^^^^ 
but separated there, from by a defined distance to form a channel adapted to receive the article positioned 
therein comprises a first "special technical feature". 

2 Claim36isdirectedtoamethodofvaryingthearticlestoragecapacityofastoragedevice fee 

Sing a body, the body including a substantially elongate backbone and multiple substantially elongate 
SsSconnected to ttie backbone, but each tine sq,arated firom the backbone by a defined distance to each 
oTr to form a channel adapted to receive the article positioned therein, each tine also bemg «ep^ated from 
each other by a defined distance and further including supportog means attoch^le to the ^ofy- " ^ 
^sicW iJt the elongate tine also being separated from each other by a defined distance conipnses a second 
"special technical feature". 

mese groups are not so linked as to form a single general inventive concept, that is, flij^ do ""^'^ll'^J''^^^^ 
nventive featiares. which define a contribution over the prior art. The common concept linking *f 
rfTaims is a storage device including a body, the body including at least one ^^^^^^^^^y ^^^is^^^^^ 
least one substantially elongate tine interconnected thereto but separated there from by a defined Asl^^^e^^^^ 
shamiel adapted to receive the article positioned therein, and further including supporting means ^^^^''^^t^^^t^^L 
H^ver Js concept is not novel in fee light of US 6135381 A (Teson), US.4779815 A (Moore et al) and DE 2816266 
(Rhen BeteiUgungs- und Finanzierungs AG), Therefore feese claims lack unity a postenon. 
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case the space in any of the precedii^ boxes is not sufficient 
intinuation of: V Reasoned Statement 
Dveltv (N) cont'd 

laim 9, the width of the channel (22) being substantially unifonn as defined in Claim 10 and substantially u s p u, 
: defined in Claim 11. I 

sfined in Claim 18. These claims are therefore not considered to be novel. 

laim 19, 20, 23 and 24 . ^ a ■ «-i»;r«c i q anH 2^ 

.pening 13 in conjunction with support 14 of Dl allows the support means to P^^^^^^^^™ 
ffough an arc of iq) to 360° as defined in Claims 20 and 24. These claims are not considered to be novel. 

laim 36 r 1+; i 

Txe invention defined in Claim 36 is considered to be novel, none of the above "Nations ^sclosing the use o^^^^ 
ubst^Sv eSte tines interconnected to the backbone, each tine also being separated firom each oti^er defined 
i^'f EaS^Se^Sti^^ discloses a single tine, and there is no teachmg towards multiple tines. The 

avraition defmed in Claim 36 is therefore considered to be novel. 
nventive Step (IS) Claims 1 to 1 1, 17 to 20, 23, 24 
:iaims 1 to 11, 17 to 20, 23, 24 
\s above 
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